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owe a great debt to his skill and passion and 
must never forget his reminder that ‘‘Plans to 
protect air and water, wilderness and wildlife 
are in fact plans to protect man.’’ 
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AARON CISNEROS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Aaron 
Cisneros who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Aaron Cisneros is a 9th grader at Jefferson 
High School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Aaron 
Cisneros is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Aaron Cisneros for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt he will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all his 
future accomplishments. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
LAWRENCE SEYMOUR 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Dr. Lawrence Seymour, a 
Memphis doctor who dedicated his life to fight-
ing prostate cancer. He was born in Fayette 
County, Tennessee and moved to the historic 
LeMoyne Gardens neighborhood in Memphis 
before beginning grade school. He was class 
valedictorian at Booker T. Washington High 
School, one of the first African American high 
schools in the city. Rising out of poverty, he 
attended Howard University College of Medi-
cine on a full scholarship. After graduating in 
1961, Dr. Seymour regularly sent money back 
to Howard University to help other aspiring 
doctors pay for their medical school education. 

Becoming one of the first African American 
urologists in Memphis, Dr. Seymour earned a 
reputation as a doctor who provided treatment 
for people whether they were insured or not. 
He would see patients regardless of their abil-
ity to pay him because, according to his wife 
Mrs. Anita Seymour, ‘‘He felt like he owed it 
to his community.’’ 

Dr. Seymour would always remind his pa-
tients of the importance of receiving specific 
antigen blood tests, which are critical in help-
ing doctors diagnose prostate cancer in its 
early stages. For him, the fight against pros-
tate cancer was personal because the disease 
claimed the life of one of his brothers. Dr. 
Seymour was a pioneer in the fight against 
prostate cancer, developing several new treat-
ments for the disease including one that 
shrinks the prostate gland before surgery. 

Dr. Lawrence Seymour passed away on 
February 23, 2010, at 75 years of age. The 
Memphis community mourns the life of one of 
its great doctors. He is survived by his wife, 
his four children and a host of friends and 
family across Tennessee and the country. We 
are grateful to have had the pleasure of his 
dedication, perseverance and passion in the 
Memphis community. 
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RECOGNIZING SUPERVISORY SPE-
CIAL AGENT ERNESTO ‘‘TITO’’ 
CRUZ 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Supervisory Special Agent Ernesto 
‘‘Tito’’ Cruz for his service to the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence over the past 
year. 

As a detailee from the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, Special Agent Cruz offered his 
professional expertise to and provided sub-
stantial support for a range of in-depth re-
views, from those focused on highly sensitive 
intelligence operations to current practices 
with the Intelligence Community that implicate 
legal, policy, or fiscal concerns and investiga-
tions. 

In particular, Special Agent Cruz assisted in 
the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tion’s bipartisan examination of circumstances 
surrounding the Peru Narcotics Airbridge De-
nial Program, as well as several inquiries re-
garding contractor practices within the Intel-
ligence Community and allegations of waste, 
fraud, and abuse. The Committee also bene-
fited greatly from his FBI experience during 
the interviews conducted in connection with an 
investigation into congressional notification 
practices, policies, and procedures. 

The Intelligence Committee’s work involves 
constant interaction with the 16 elements of 
the Intelligence Community, particularly 
through the offices of congressional affairs. 
Special Agent Cruz’s long-term experience 
across a wide range of intelligence matters 
and his significant and successful interaction 
within congressional affairs offices was an 
asset to the Committee’s performance of its 
oversight duties. 

The Committee was privileged to have the 
opportunity to work with Special Agent Cruz. 
His work ethic, friendly nature, and sense of 
humor made him a valued member of the 
Committee team. Thank you, Tito, for all of 
your hard work, and I wish you all the best as 
you leave the Hill for FBI’s Office of Congres-
sional Affairs. 
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AARON CARDONA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Aaron 
Cardona who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Aaron Cardona is an 8th grader at Wheat 

Ridge Middle School and received this award 
because his determination and hard work 
have allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Aaron 
Cardona is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Aaron Cardona for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt he will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all his 
future accomplishments. 
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RECOGNIZING HERSCHEND FAMILY 
ENTERTAINMENT AND SILVER 
DOLLAR CITY ON ITS 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. ROY BLUNT 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Silver Dollar City on its upcom-
ing 50th anniversary. 

The Herschend family established Silver 
Dollar City on May 1, 1960, in Branson, Mis-
souri, on top of Marvel Cave to preserve and 
celebrate the folk history, storytelling, music 
and craft traditions of 1880s America. The 
park originally featured two authentic log struc-
tures, a town square with a demonstrating 
blacksmith, a general store, and an ice cream 
parlor. A crew of 17 ‘‘citizens’’ entertained 
about 125,000 visitors in the first year. 

Fifty years later, Silver Dollar City now 
counts over 2 million visitors annually, em-
ploys more than 2,000 individuals, and contrib-
utes over $100 million a year to Missouri’s 
economy. The award-winning theme park is 
the ‘‘Home of American Craftsmanship,’’ 
showcasing a colony of 100 resident crafts-
men, in addition to its rides and attractions 
and world class festivals. The success of Sil-
ver Dollar City, in addition to the natural beau-
ty of the Ozarks and the creation of Table 
Rock Lake, has helped launch Branson into a 
world-renowned tourism destination. 

In the years since Silver Dollar City opened, 
Herschend Family Entertainment has grown to 
become America’s largest family-owned theme 
park company—owning and operating 24 
properties spread across nine states, including 
iconic sites like Dollywood in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee. Herschend properties attracted 
over 8.6 million visitors in 2009 and supports 
6,600 jobs across the country. These parks 
celebrate our shared cultural heritage as 
Americans, our country’s vast natural features 
and wildlife, and the community spirit that 
made America what it is today. 

In addition to operating its entertainment 
business, the Herschend family, along with Sil-
ver Dollar City and its many other properties, 
touch thousands of lives through charitable 
giving and volunteer time to hundreds of non-
profit groups every year. In my congressional 
district alone, the Silver Dollar City Foundation 
contributes over $100,000 per year in Stone 
and Taney counties through its Care for Kids 
Program. 

To Pete and Jack Herschend, and the team 
at Silver Dollar City, I offer my congratulations 
on their 50th anniversary. 
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